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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

Dear community members,

As chairman, I am proud to share the wave of impact your generosity has 
had on SJR State students. In this report, you’ll see our metrics, but more 
importantly, the faces of students and their stories of impact. With financial 
burdens removed, our students were able to focus on their studies and reach 
their academic goals. 

The SJR State Foundation is only as strong as the community supporting us, and we are fortunate 
to have a strong community believing in our Vikings and investing in their future. You understand 
they are the future nurses, police officers, engineers, teachers, and business owners who make 
our communities thrive. Your generosity makes this possible. 

Sincerely,

David Parsons
David Parsons 
St. Johns River State College Foundation Board Chairman 

A YEAR IN REVIEW

JANUARY 18, 2023 
Orange Park Campus Learning Resources Center Dedication 
as the Clifford B. Stearns Learning Resources Center

MARCH 25, 2023
Viking 5K

APRIL 28, 2023
Viking Alumni Night

MAY 5, 2023
Spring Graduation

JULY 11, 18, & 25, 2023 
Scholarship Signing Days on each campus

OCTOBER 21, 2023 
Athletic Association Golf Classic



For more details, please view our audit at SJRstate.edu/pdfs/FY2023-foundation.pdf. St. Johns River State College’s 990 return is also available upon request, as provided by law.

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT
Financial year ending March 31, 2023
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LIVES IMPACTED

$387,473
Total dollar amount of philanthropic contributions to scholarships and programs

$198,232
Total amount of donor-funded scholarships awarded to students

$52,283
SJR State endowment contributions

$1,000
Average scholarship award

$17,875
SJR State Employee Giving to the Foundation

$3,093
Emergency Needs Stipends awarded



“I am one of the lucky ones. My parents instilled in me from an early age that 
education is one of the greatest influencers of my life. Moreover, as a former 
scholarship recipient when I was a student, I know the positive benefit and feeling of 

others believing in me and committing to my education and career. Now, I give back 
to our Foundation to carry that on, to pay it forward, as the saying goes, and invest in 

the future of our students and communities. To be able to assist our students in their life 
journey is why I am an educator, and it is the reason that I give back.”

— Dr. Summer Garrett
St. Johns River State College  

“Thank you for aiding in my dream to become a city planner. This will pay 
for tuition, opening many doors for me. I plan to get my AA while at St. 
Johns, then to transfer to another college to study urban planning.”

— Kyun Session
Putnam County Scholars Scholarship

“This is my investment in our future.”

— Dominique Davila
St. Johns River State College  

“I am very happy to support St. Johns River State College in providing traditional and 
nontraditional students of varying situations the opportunity to work toward their life’s 
goals. It is so wonderful to have such an outstanding institution of higher learning in 
our community.”

— Joyce Oliver
Foundation Board Member

YOUR IMPACT



“I am deaf, and I graduated from the Florida 
School for the Deaf in St. Augustine. Your 
scholarship will help me pursue an Associate 
Degree. Thank you for your generous gift.”

— Autumn Walker
Irwin and Elizabeth Zekaria Scholarship  

“I’m involved with the St. Johns River State College Foundation because of the 
impact we have on the next generation of community members. I know the dollars 

Ameris and I invest in the SJR State Foundation change students’ lives. Providing 
resources during this transformative period empowers students to reach their goals 

and create a legacy for generations.”

— Jan Conrad
St. Johns River State College District Board of Trustees

Senior Vice President Commercial Banking, Ameris Bank 

The Foundation hosted Scholarship Signing Day events to assist students with 
completing their paperwork and celebrating our donors. After a light dinner, 
students were given the opportunity to share what the scholarship meant to them.

Check out what they had to say by following the QR code to their video. 

YOUR IMPACT

“I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for your generosity. One of my fears and 
roadblocks has been gaining immense debt in my studies. However, with this 
scholarship I will be able to cover so much more of my tuition and not have the 
stress of so much debt. I am currently studying to get my AA degree with SJR State. 
After I graduate, I plan to transfer to University of North Florida for a Bachelors in 

Psychology then off to law school! I cannot thank you enough for this opportunity.”

— Arianna Torres
Bob Hudson Scholarship



WAVE OF IMPACT

1st Coast Recycling, Inc.
Adam Hyers
AFC/SJR State College
      Chapter
Affordable Seating, LLC dba
     Restaurant-Furniture.com
Alain Hentschel
Alexandra Clarke
Allison Smith
Altrusa District Three
     Foundation, Inc.
Altrusa International of 
     St. Augustine
American Indian Services
American Legion Auxiliary,
     Unit 54
Amorie Wright
Amy Stanley
Amy Tincher
Anand Kuruvilla
Andrea Willis
Andrew Macfarlane
Anna Lebesch
Anna Williams
Anthony Coleman
April Greene
Araina Eber
Arleen Moorhous
Armstrong Roofing and
     Contracting Services
Army Emergency Relief
Artic Air
Ashley Burrell
Association of Aviation
     Ordnancemen
Aundria Bryant
Barbara Palmer
Barbara Sherwood
Barry Thompson
Bartram Trail High School
Beck Chevrolet Buick GMC
Beck Chrysler Dodge-Jeep
      Dodge Trucks
Becks Auto Sales, Inc.
Ben Gil
Berlitza Restrepo
Bernice Smith
Bill Palivos
Billy Osteen
Blue Frame Technology, LLC
Board of County
     Commissioners
Bonnie Guilliams
Bostwick Community
      Association, Inc.
BPOE Elks
Brandy Kim
Brandy Stewart
Brian Bergen
Brian Stone
Briana Schmidt
Brittnee Fisher
Brooke Adkins
Bruce Fox
Bruce Thompson
Buffy Hurtubise
Byrnes Farms
C. L. Overturf Jr.
Capital City Bank
Cari Flowers
Carl Clement Beck Jr. 
     Living Trust
Carol Beard
Caroline Tingle
Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC
Cassie McQuaig
Catherine Cornelius
Charles & Fran Myers
Charles Dassance
Charles R. Romer
Charlotte Musick

Chela Dasher
Chickasaw Nation
Christel Furry
Christina Will
Christopher Medley
Ciara Dixson
Cindy Reed
Cindy Whiteford
Clay County Cattlemen’s
     Corporation
Clay County Education
     Foundation, Inc.
Clay County Fair 
     Association, Inc.
Clay Electric Cooperative,
     Inc.
Clay High School
Crescent City Jr/Sr High
     School
CRG Architects/Palatka, Inc.
SJR State Criminal Justice
     Department
Cristy Furr
Cynthia James
Dakin Family Scholarship
     Fund
Dale Tyree
Dalys Rosario
David Gerhardt
David Kaczor
Dawn Griffis
Dawn Markel
Dawn McLane
Deborah Armstrong
Deborah McCarley
Debra Scarry
Denise Aiken
Denise Dukes
Denise Freeman
Derek Hatcher Foundation
Derek Wray
Diane O’Neil
Diane Pagano
Dominique Davila
Dona Stallings
Donald Mosley
Donna Anderson Horbal
Donna Lambdin
Dortheanne Bone
Doug Wiles
Douglas Demaree
Douglas Law Firm
Ed Hudson
Edith Aldrich - State Farm
     Insurance Agency
Edward Jordan
Edward Taylor, Ph.D.
Elizabeth Redondo
Ellen Burns
Emily Benkes
E-TECHSERVICES.COM,
     Inc.
Event Operational Fund
Event Services America, Inc.
First Coast Community 
     Credit Union
Flagler County Education
     Foundation
Flagler Healthcare 
     Foundation, Inc.
Florida Baptist Foundation
Florida College System
     Foundation
Florida Collegiate Umpires,
     Inc.
Florida Department of
     Education
Florida Power & Light
     Company
Florida Realtors Education
     Foundation

Florida Sheriffs Association
Florida Trucking Association
     FDN
Fort Lauderdale High School
Fralin Museum of Art
Fran Lubell
Frances Barmore
Frank Corso
Friends of Cliff Stearns
Friends of FloArts
Gayle Crowell
Geana Potter
Gilbert Evans
Gina Denning
GoodCoin Giving Fund
Green Cove Springs - Elks
Heather Anderson
Heather Jones
Hicks & Draper Dental
Hi-Liner Fishing Gear 
     and Tackle
Hillandale Quality Feeds,
     LLC
Holmes & Young, P.A.
Horace Sermon
Horatio Alger Association 
     of Distinguished 
     Americans, Inc.
Hudl
Hugh Miller
Human Resources
     Development Services,
     Inc.
Iana Harris
Indian River State College
     Foundation, Inc.
International Scholarship
     and Tuition Services, Inc.
JAGA Charitable Trust
Jack Hall
Jackson Kinney
Jae Millwood
James Griffith
James Taylor
Jamie McBride
Janine Jacoby
Jason Davis
Jeanne Jendrzejewski
Jeannine Auth
Jennifer Anderson
Jennifer Bass
Jennifer Bass
Jennifer Hoffman
Jennifer Kobrin
Jeremy Marquis
Jerry Skelton
Jess & Cathy Walker
Jessica Herzog
Jim Wetherell
Jodi Schmidt
Joe Perry
Joe Pickens
Joey O’steen
John Blum
John Paterson
John Tani
John Theobold
John Winn
Johnson-Overturf 
     Funeral Home
Jolene Vert
Jonathan Griffith
Joseph Wells
Joyce Oliver
Justine Bennett
Kara McKinley
Karen Canty
Karen Gresham
Karen Mathews
Karen Moorhous
Keith & Terry Kady

Kelly Pennington
Kenneth Downs
Kenya Kelley
Kevin Greene
Kim Benefield
Kim Cottrill
Kim Stallings
Kimberly Johnson
Koch Family Foundation
Kristeen Duncan
LaDonna Holbert
Larry Harvey
Larry Tyree
Laura Fezie
Lauren Albert
Lawrence Brian Freeman Sr.
Linda Girardin
Linda Hazen
Linda Porto
Lisa & BJ Walker
Lloyd Willis Jr.
Lobenon Liggans
LOR, Inc.
Lynn Powers
Maggie D’S, LLC
Manatee River Fair
     Association
Mandarin Presbyterian
     Church
Marcus Liggans
Margaret Potter-Levane
Marie Jean Camara Roy
Marion Watson
Mark Little
Mark Steinmetz
Marsha Smith
Marshall Jones
Mary Connor
Mary Dobbs Smith
Mary Reed
Masonic Charities
Mathews Moving 
     & Storage, Inc.
Matt Reynolds
McKinnon Furniture Inc.
Meghan Deputy
Melanie Brown
Melanie Parker
Melissa Miller
Melodi Weaver
Members Association 
     of Vicars Landing Inc.
Middleburg High School
Mike Keller
Miss Sarasota Softball, Inc.
Misty Freeman
Molly Howard
Myrna Allen
Nancy Brantley
National Board for 
     Respiratory Care
Network for Good
Nichole Sheehan
Nicole DeMichele
Nicole Tiller
North Florida Custom
     Homes
Norval Bell
OPC Business Club
OPC Phi Theta Kappa
OPC Student Nurses
     Association
P & F Mini Storage
PAC Student Nurses 
     Association
Palatka Art League, Inc.
Palatka Flooring
Palatka Jr.-Sr. High
Palatka New Vision Lions
     Foundation, Inc.
Patricia Cason

Patricia Crotty
Patrick Cunningham
Paul Leduc
Paul Stone
Paula Harris
Peggy Blair-Hall
Peninsular Auto Parts
Penney Memorial Church
Penny Powell
Peter Walsh
Phi Theta Kappa Honor
     Society
Phyllis Lott
Pilot Club of St. Augustine
Provision Bridge
Putnam County 4-H
     Association
Putnam County Sheriff’s
     Office
Putnam Feed & Farm 
     Supply, Inc.
R & D Steel Erectors, LLC
Raymond Wilkerson
Renee Bachman
Residents Community 
Westminister St. Augustine
Richard Anderson
Richard Rhatigan
Richard Webb
Rita Schmidt
Riverside Builders of
     Putnam County, Inc.
Robert Coffman
Robert McClellan Jr.
Robert Payne
Robert Pickens
Robert Sarver
Robert Weaver Jr.
Roberta Correa
Roland Lehman Jr.
Romanza-St. Augustine, Inc.
Ron Brown
Ron Dennis
Rosalind Humerick
Rotary Club of 
      Crescent City
Rotary Club of Green Cove
     Springs, Florida
Rotary Club of Interlachen
Rotary Club of Palatka
Royce Bass
Russell Castleberry
Ryan Manufacturing, Inc.
Sabrina Crosby
SAC Radiology Club 
Operational Fund
Sam Johns
Sandra Gilyard
Sandra Roberts
Sarah Cragen
Scholarship America
Schuyler Lovestrand
Sedgebrook OpCo, LLC
Seminole Electric 
     Cooperative, Inc.
Sentry Termite and Pest
     Control, Inc.
Sheree Rogers
Sherry Abbott
Sherry Bennett
Sherry Stewart
Shirley Guilliams
Shirley Kennedy
ShowTix 4U - Digital 
     Theatre LLC
SMART Scholarship 
     Funding Corp.
Society of St. Vincent 
     De Paul Crescent City
St. Johns Auto Body, Inc.
St. Johns County 

     4-H Association
St. Johns Super Service 
     Center, Inc.
State Farm Insurance
     Companies
Summer Garrett
Summer Stewart
Susan G. Helwig, Insurance
     Agency, Inc.
Susan Geoghagan
Susan Kessler
Susan Sutliff
Susanne Lineberger
Suzanne Evans
TD Bank
Tammy Bartelli
Tammy Lane
Taylor Douglas Realty, Inc.
Terry Driggers
Terry Thomas
The Children’s Reading
     Center Scholarship Fund
The Community Foundation 
     for Northeast Florida
The Danis Foundation, Inc.
The First Congregational
     Church Interlachen, FL,
     Inc.
The James Ferrer Education
     Fund, Inc.
The Kiwanis Club of the 
     Azalea City Foundation
The Plantation Foundation,
     Inc.
The Roberts Companies,
    LLC
The Spartanburg County
     Foundation
Theodore Schrafft
Thomas Hunter
Thomas Hyers
Thomas Reynolds
Thomas Slater Jr.
Tijuana Flats Restaurants,
     LLC
Tim Steinmetz
Todd Chernik
Todd Hockenberry
Tomislav Horvatincic
Tonya Henderson
Traci Reed
Tulsa Community
     Foundation
Verna Alexander
Vernon Myers
Vicki Burgess
Victoria Crouch
Village Improvement
     Association
Virginia Pignato
Volleyball Operational 
     Fund - Cash
Volusia Association School
     Administrators
Volusia County Farm Bureau
Vystar Credit Union
Waste Pro
Wee Kare Academy, Inc.
William Ahrens
William Boling
Woman’s Club of Palatka
Womans Exchange of 
     St. Augustine, Inc.

Thank you to our donors!



FOUNDATION STAFF

PEGGY BLAIR-HALL
Finance and Scholarship 

Coordinator

Founded in 1970 to connect the community 
with students, the St. Johns River State 
College Foundation continues to build 
relationships within our community. 

Our mission is to support the growth and 
development of our students, faculty, 
staff and campus facilities. We fulfill this 
mission by actively encouraging private 
gifts from individuals, alumni, businesses, 
associations, and service organizations.

The Foundation sincerely appreciates the 
support of those who invest in SJR State, 
impacting today’s students and generations 
of Vikings to come.

2022 - 2023 FOUNDATION BOARD

David Parsons
Chairman

Melissa C. Miller, J.D. 
Vice Chairman

Brian A. Bergen
Secretary-Treasurer

 

BAILEY AKIN
Annual Giving and 

Engagement Coordinator

DAWN GRIFFIS
Foundation Specialist

Melanie Brown, Ph.D.
 

Ron W. Brown
 

Jim Bush
 

Jan Conrad
 

Charles T. Douglas Jr., J.D.
 

Karla Flagg-Wright
 

Anna Lebesch, Ed.D.      
 

Daniel A. Martinez
 

Joyce A. Oliver
 

Joe H. Pickens, J.D.
 

Mark Spatola, M.D.
 

John Raymond Theobold

ST. JOHNS RIVER STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION 

MichelleSjogren@SJRstate.edu
Orange Park Campus

PeggyBlair-Hall@SJRstate.edu
Palatka Campus

BaileyAkin@SJRstate.edu
Orange Park Campus

DawnGriffis@SJRstate.edu
Palatka Campus

MICHELLE SJOGREN
Assistant VP of Institutional 
Advancement and Strategic 

Communications



St. Johns River State College, an equal access institution, prohibits discrimination in its employment, programs, activities, policies and procedures based on race, sex, gender, gender identity, age, 
color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, pregnancy, sexual orientation, marital status, genetic information or veteran status. Questions pertaining to education equity, equal access or equal 
opportunity should be addressed to the College Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer: Charles Romer, Room A0173, 5001 St. Johns Avenue, Palatka, FL 32177; (386) 312-4074; CharlesRomer@sjrstate.edu. 
Anonymous reporting is available at SJRstate.edu/report. Inquiries/complaints can be filed with the Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer online, in person, via mail, via email or with the US Department of 
Education, Office of Civil Rights, Atlanta Office, 61 Forsyth St. SW Suite 19T10, Atlanta, GA 30303-8927.

Visit SJRstate.edu/foundation 
or scan the QR code below.

QUESTIONS? Call (386) 312-4100.


